Diagnostic accuracy and prognostic value of core biopsy in the management of breast cancer: a series of 542 patients.
Core biopsy is considered to be a highly accurate method for gaining preoperative diagnosis of breast cancer. The purpose of this study is to compare the results of core biopsy with those of the surgical excision specimen. A total of 567 core biopsies with subsequent surgical excision were performed. In 488 patients, invasive breast cancer was diagnosed in the preoperative biopsy and in 486 patients (99.6%) the surgical specimen showed identical results. In 160 of the 502 patients (32%) with invasive breast cancer, DCIS was found in the surgical specimen but was not diagnosed in the biopsy. Estrogen and progesterone receptor demonstrated a high rate of agreement, Her2/neu analysis showed a complete concordance in 54% of patients. Core biopsies allow diagnosis of invasive breast cancer with high accuracy. Levels of agreement have to be improved for the detection of DCIS and Her2/neu status.